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The Butterfly Children charitable foundation provides comprehensive 
support to children with the rare genetic condition epidermolysis bullosa 
(EB). According to global statistics, one child in 50-100 thousand is 
born with EB. The condition is caused by a genetic mutation resulting 
in a deficit of the protein responsible for bonding skin layers together: 
the slightest physical injury – indeed, sometimes no physical contact 
is needed – creates blisters on the child’s skin, which then flakes and 
exfoliates, leaving an open wound which must be constantly bandaged 
and protected from further damage. In some sufferers, this blistering 
can also occur in the mucus membranes. People with EB are sometimes 
called “butterflies”, a metaphorical reference to their sensitive skin being 
like the wings of a butterfly.

For now, epidermolysis bullosa is an incurable condition. However, 
prompt diagnosis and correct treatment with dressings can prevent suf-
fering and allow children with EB to lead a normal life.

Butterfly Children was set up in 2011, and one of the charity’s principal 
objectives is to establish a system of medical assistance for EB sufferers 
in Russia. Thanks to the fund’s efforts, EB was added to the country’s list 
of rare diseases at the end of 2011 – prior to this, the condition was not 
officially recorded. In January 2015, the charity opened the first and, 
for now, only medical facility for butterfly-children in Russia, based in 
the country’s leading institution for pediatrics, the National Medical 
Research Centre for Children’s Health. The children supported by the 
charity come from all over Russia for comprehensive examination by 
specialists in a range of fields, and to receive the necessary treatment 
and care.

Currently, Butterfly Children helps over 300 children with EB.

The charity is a member and Russia representative of the DEBRA Interna-
tional association.
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Butterfly Children’s patrons include 
the actress and Russian People’s Artist 
Kseniya Rappoport, film and theatre 
actor Danila Kozlovsky, creator of the 
literary theatre project UnprincYpled 
Readings Alexander Tsypkin, producer 
and Frukty lead-singer Sasha Dal’, and 
director of the Principe PR Media agen-
cy Natalia Plekhanova.

Kseniya Rappoport — 
actress, Russian People’s Artist

Sasha Dal’ — 
singer, leader of the group Frukty

Danila Kozlovsky — 
theatre and film actor

Natalia Plekhanova — 
Director, Principe PR Media agency

Alexander Tsypkin —
bestselling author and creator of the 
literary theatre project UnprincYpled 
Readings
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Bekitzer: Israeli street-food bar with shaverma-kebabs, falafel, cock-
tails and ox-tail soup
bekitzer.ru 

Dickman’s Deli: New York-style deli with pastrami and other meat 
delicacies
dikmansdeli.ru 

Dzamiko: Georgian cuisine in modern interiors
dzamiko.ru

Vodka Room: Home-made spirits and hand-made pelmeni with a 
variety of fillings to snack on
facebook.com/vipilzakusi

Camorra Isola: Neapolitan-style pizza with seasonal toppings and 
craft beer
facebook.com/camorrapizza

Kuznya House: a restaurant with a bespoke menu by chef Glen Ballis 
and a focus on local and seasonal ingredients. On Fridays the res-
taurant transforms into a nightclub with DJs and a dancefloor
newhollandsp.ru/foundry

Pho’n’Roll: Contemporary Vietnamese cuisine — spring-rolls, pho, 
nem and much more besides
phonrollcafe.ru  

Ronny: Japanese cuisine by way of California: rolls, sushi and ramen
ronnybistro.ru

San Diego: Mexican cuisine with authentic ingredients — from gua-
camole to marinated cactus
facebook.com/sandiegomexicanfood

Surf Coffee: Fresh-roasted coffee and original coffee drinks in surf-
style surroundings
www.surfcoffee.ru
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KoKoKo  —
is a restaurant specialising in Russian 
cuisine which first opened in 2012. 
Its head chef, Igor Grishechkin, is 
a member of the international Slow 
Food chefs’ alliance, and works with 
local and seasonal ingredients from 
North West Russia to fuse modern 
techniques and the principles of haute 
cuisine with traditional Russian reci-
pes. 

The Kokoko food-stall will be serving 
its signature Cococorn (300 roubles) 
along with a dessert specially created 
for the event, Panna cotta made with 
curds, berries, blackberry marsh-
mallow and beetroot balsamic (300 
roubles).

Duo.Band — 
is a restaurant group 
launched by the chefs Dmi-
try Blinov and Renat Ma-
likov, which today includes 
the gastrobars Duo and 
Tartarbar, and the restau-
rants Harvest and Duo.Asia, 
all of which garner regular 
awards for their creators. 
Each project focuses on a 
particular cuisine, and the 

Duo.Band food-stall will be 
serving grilled new cab-
bage with yoghurt sauce 
(300 roubles).



Olympic Brass 
One of St Petersburg’s oldest brass ensembles brings together musicians from 
the classical and jazz schools, while their main repertoire is drawn from music 
composed for Russian and foreign cinema. Classical music and jazz, latin 
melodies and bossanova, balkan ballads, klezmer and funk are all thrown 
together in unique signature arrangements, and the group’s energy and per-
formance would be the envy of the most boisterous ska-punk outfit.

The Ruslan Tustanovsky Quartet 
Alt-saxophonist Ruslan Tustanovsky adheres closely in his work to the tra-
ditions first laid down in the middle of the last century by the jazz legends 
Charlie Parker and Sonny Stitt. Alongside his work in the Jazz Philharmonic 
Big Band, Tustanovsky also heads up his own quartet, where he performs 
traditional mainstream and bebop. In 2016 his album became the first Russian 
release to be reviewed in the US’s leading influential internet resource All 
About Jazz.

Amy Pieterse
An artist with South African, Indian and Irish-American roots, her latest 
album Becoming Innocent — Love and Theory gives off contrasting notes of 
icy self-discipline and emotional abandon, with songs on the theme of love 
and friendship, all set in St Petersburg. The album is the result of three years 
of intensive collaboration with the musician and composer Dmitry Semenov. 
Their shared belief that music is the most direct way to achieve mutual under-
standing between people inspired many unique artists to become involved in 
the making of the album, including Ruslan Gadzhimuradov (sound producer), 
Grigory Voskoboinik (classical musician and composer), Alexander Makh-
nev (cult jazz pianist), and Dmitry Semenov (saxophonist). Amy Pieterse, 
aside from being a singer-songwriter, has also appeared in seven Russian 
and European films.

M U S I C

C I N E M A

David Bowie: Finding Fame 
(Francis Whately, 2019, UK, 91 min)
The third film by British director Francis Whately dedicated to the life and work of 
David Bowie. In his latest piece, Whately covers Bowie’s first steps towards fame, 
from his school years up to the emergence of his alter-ego Ziggy Stardust, with 
all the failures and comical episodes which happened along the way.

Zazie dans le métro 
(Louis Malle, 1960, France, 93 min)
This comedy by the cult director of the French «new wave» is based on Raymond 
Queneau’s novel of the same name, and is outstanding for its liberal use of subtle 
visual humour, ingenious editing and convincing special effects.
In partnership with French Institute in Russia


