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PRESS RELEASE
NEW HOLLAND ISLAND INTERNATIONAL DEBUT FILM FESTIVAL
26–28 July 2019

New Holland: cultural urbanization announces the launch of the New Holland Island International 
Debut Film Festival. The programme from the inaugural competition will be screened in 2020, and from 
26 to 28 July this year a preview for the festival will be held on New Holland Island. The festival’s president 
is Alexandr Rodnyansky, its programme director is Alexey Artamonov, and it has been organised by the 
New Holland: cultural urbanization project.

The New Holland Island International Debut Film Festival represents a platform for courageous 
filmmakers who aim to open up new frontiers and push the envelope of established formats. The festival’s 
mission is to support original and distinctive statements from film directors, and to bring new names into 
the global context. The festival programme will consist of international competitions for feature length and 
short films, with the feature length competition devoted to fiction, and the short films section focusing on 
documentary, experimental and fiction, with all works assessed by the international jury on equal terms, 
regardless of genre.

This year, the festival’s three-day preview programme will feature premiers of both Russian and 
international films, discussion sessions with filmmakers, a presentation of video art by young directors, 
lectures by teachers from leading film schools, and a roundtable session on the theme of the issues facing 
debut films in Russia.

The 2019 preview programme will include the Russia premier of the film The Souvenir by Joanna 
Hogg, winner of the 2019 Sundance Film Festival World Cinema Dramatic Grand Jury Prize, the Russian 
premier of the 2018 Cannes Film Festival Un Certain Regard category entry Long Day’s Journey into Night 
(Di Qiu Zui Hou De Ye Wan) by Bi Gan, Locarno Film Festival laureate for Best First Feature Film, and the 
Saint Petersburg premier of A Russian Youth (Malchik russkiy) by Alexandr Zolotukhin, graduate of the 
Alexandr Sokurov workshop in Karbardino-Balkaria. The programme will also feature the Saint Petersburg 
premiers of Give Me Liberty by Kirill Mikhanovsky, a work which received a warm reception at the Sundance 
Film Festival and was screened as part of Director’s Fortnight during this year’s Cannes Film Festival, 
and Fire Will Come (O Que Arde) by Oliver Laxe, winner of the Jury Prize in the Cannes 2019 Un Certain 
Regard category. Both directors will be present at the screenings to answer questions from the audience. 
Kirill Mikhanovsky will also hold a masterclass at the festival, as will Kantemir Balagov, who will show his 
working material for the film Beanpole (Dylda) and give a talk on how the film evolved and changed during 
the various stages of the production process.
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PROGRAMME 

Friday 26 July
15:00-17:00 Roundtable: The realities, prospects and problems of debut films in Russia (The Pavilion)
19:00-21:30 Saint Petersburg film premier: Give Me Liberty 

(dir. Kirill Mikhanovsky, 2019, USA, 119 min.) + Q&A (Main Stage)
22:00-00:00 / 00:30 – 02:30 Russia film premier: The Souvenir 

(dir. Joanna Hogg, 2019, UK/USA, 120 min) (The Bottle House)

Saturday 27 July
12:00-14:00 Films from the Moscow Film School (The Pavilion)
14:30-15:30 Public talk with Kirill Mikhanovsky and Alice Austen (The Bottle House)
16:00-18:00 Films from the Moscow and Saint Petersburg Schools of New Cinema 

+ Q&A (The Pavilion)
19:00-21:30 Beanpole (dir. Kantemir Balagov, 2019, Russia, 134 min.) + Q&A (Main Stage)
22:00-00:30 / 01.00-03.30 Russia film premier: Long Day’s Journey into Night 

(dir. Bi Gan, 2018, China/France, 138 min.) (The Bottle House)

Sunday 28 July
12:00-14:30 Programme of young video art (The Pavilion)
15:00-16:00 Public talk with Kantemir Balagov (The Pavilion)
16:30-19:00 Films from the Marina Razbezhkina School + Q&A (The Pavilion)
19:30-21:00 Saint Petersburg film premier: A Russian Youth 

(dir. Alexandr Zolotukhin, 2019, Russia, 72 min.) + Q&A (Main Stage)
21:30-23:30 Saint Petersburg film premier Fire Will Come, 

(dir. Oliver Laxe, 2019, Spain, France, Luxembourg, 90 min.) + Q&A (The Bottle House)

Entry to all events is free of charge, by advance booking only. Places are limited.

NEW HOLLAND: CULTURAL URBANIZATION 

In 2010, New Holland Development, an affiliate of Roman Abramovich’s company Millhouse, LLC, won the 
tender for the restoration and renovation of New Holland Island, with the goal of creating a mixed-use 
complex that will serve as one of the epicenters of cultural life not only for Saint Petersburg, but for Russia 
as a whole. To help determine the concept and creative direction of the island’s development, Millhouse 
turned to the Iris Foundation, a non-commercial initiative for the support and advancement of contemporary 
culture and art, launched by Daria Zhukova.
This collaboration resulted in New Holland: Cultural Urbanization, a fresh approach to the restructuring 
and modernization of the territory, a monument of cultural and national historical significance. Following the 
success of the seasonal programs, the project investors decided not to proceed with the original plan to clear 
the territory to construct a new building. Instead, they chose to organize a full-fledged city park, complete with 
a modern and convenient infrastructure, which each and every person could find his or her place. The Island 
continues to host cultural programs as well as grand-scale civic initiatives. Future plans for the development 
of the territory include not only commercial enterprises, but also cultural and educational institutions, research 
laboratories, and exhibition spaces, whose programming will be overseen by emerging specialists. New Holland: 
Cultural Urbanization helps recruit a team of architects, designers, and urban planners, as well as provide the 
cultural content for the island’s programming and participate in the selection of partners and operators. In 
August 2016, the first phase of the project came to completion, with the launch of New Holland’s park zone, 
and the Island begin to operate all year long. As of now, three historical buildings have been restored: the 
Foundry, the Commandant’s House and the Bottle House.
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